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T OP SECRET 


29 April 1959 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Secretary of Defense 


SUBJECT: Approval of Extension of Project CORONA 


Herewith is a note, the purpose of which is to record 
certain decisions made some weeks ago and previously re- 
ported to you on the extension of CORONA. You will remember 
that following a meeting Mr Horner and I had with you and 
subsequent discussion with Dr. Killian and Mr. Glennan, a 
paper recommending the extension was handed to General Good- 
paster. Some days later he advised me that a favorable 
decision had been made which was reported to you and others 
in the Department of Defense. It was not until several weeks 
after the basic decision, however, that I received guidance 
from the same source on the handling of security and cover 
for the extended operations (as reported in the attachment). 
I understand there has been some uncertainty on this aspect 
of the matter and in any case it seems desirable to have a 
written record of the decisions. I am also attaching here- 
with in case you should wish to refer to it, the memorandum 
which was given to General Goodpaster and on the basis of 
which the decisions in question were made. 


(Signed) 
RICHARD M. BISSELL, JR. 
Deputy Director 
(Plans) 


2 Attachments: 
COR-0266/A 
COR-03 72 


COR-0436 
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Cee ves ; Approval of Extension of Project CORONA 


+. You will reraembeyr that, following a review of the SENTRY 
oa ONO Deograms last fall and a series of conferences in December 
Sa. .lnuary, ereemen at was Feached among the interested agencies that 
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Vee Sei outline of the Fae & pesonued as r the extension of se . 
noe os ssed by the Under Secretary of the Air Force to the i 
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fic proposel thus favorably acted upon requested (withsu: = 
: n immediate decision as to whether an effort should be 
the security surrounding the CORONA Projcet and to F 
$3 as to cony the true surpose of the 1960 flights as 
sduled for 1959. Although not stated in writing it was 
: Cecision on this point might have a bearing on administra. 
cimce the decision to preserve security and cover would 
the continuation of present organizational arranzements 
cistribution of responsibility. Subsearnent to the rendering 
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« oho sures be on the assumotion that ‘tae security status of the pro- 
“uae would romain unchanged through the 1960 series, 


3. Dhorefors, itis asaumed, in accordance with the above decisions, 


.. &ppropriate action is procecding to schedule the four 
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tored to the calendar year 1959 program and the eight 
osed for calendar year 1960, 


&, The Central Intelligence Agency will initiate procurement 
oc udditional payloads as needed. : 


c. funding will be provided in accordance with the proposal 
ac submiteed and approved, 


a, Creanizational arransements and the distribution of 


ponsibilities for the program will{t fou the-pruvent/remain ‘ 
ENS ed, . Ptheabtnce o ftir pre PRe 


ersvoud that the security and cover status of the program and related 
orviiigaviconu: arrangements may be reviewed at a later date, 


(sgd) Richard M. Bissell, Se. 


SEO ae 3s RICKARDS Af, DISSELL, JR. 
Oy 40f COR-0372 Deputy Director 
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